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July 17, 1996
NEW UM CENTER FOCUSES ON PRACTICAL ETHICS
MISSOULA The University of Montana’s longstanding commitment to the study of ethics will take a
step forward this summer with the creation of a new universitywide Practical Ethics Center, UM
President George Dennison announced today.
Deni Elliott, currently Mansfield Professor of Ethics in Public Affairs at UM ’s Maureen
and Mike Mansfield Center, will head the new center as director and professor of ethics. The
center will open Aug. 15 in the Liberal Arts Building.
Establishment of the Practical Ethics Center recognizes the recent growth in ethics-related
research and teaching projects throughout the University, Elliott said. The center will provide a
central place and person to coordinate those activities.
Elliott will continue to teach Mansfield Center courses, work on the annual Mansfield
Conference and consult for the Mansfield Center’s ethics programs.
New initiatives in ethics include plans to create the nation’s first master’s program in
philosophy with a specialization in teaching applied and professional ethics, Elliott said.
More immediate plans include hosting a five-day national workshop, Ethics in the
Professions and Practice. The July 21-25 workshop, which features a series of free, public
lectures, will draw 77 participants from across the United States and five other nations.

The new center is a natural outgrowth of U M ’s long tradition o f emphasizing ethics within
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its curriculum, Elliott said, adding that UM is nationally recognized as a leader in ethics education
for undergraduates, graduates and professionals.
"The University of Montana is unique among public universities in having required course
work in ethics and human values as part of the general education program for more than a dozen
years," Elliott said. "Other universities look to UM as a model for how to incorporate ethics in
the curriculum."
The Practical Ethics Center will be supported through grants and professional services as
well as private donations. The University is seeking endowments for the center and its
professorship, as well as for programs, lectures and library acquisitions.
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